
SGA Insight  1

A 2,000 Mile Pauline Journey

Continued on page 2

Believers in front of the House of Prayer with Pastor Gennady 
Abramov (left) in the village of Taldan, Amur region
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Editor’s Note: Pastor Gennady Abramov serves 
as regional vice president for the Russian UECB 
in the country’s Far East, where his home 
city of Khabarovsk is located. The following 
report to SGA president Bob Provost is a 
wonderful example of faithful itinerant ministry 
to encourage the national missionaries and 
developing churches as they press on to reach 
the lost with the Gospel. It reminds us of the 
Apostle Paul’s missionary journeys and will 
also give you a vivid example of Russia’s vast 
expanse, especially looking at the map graphic 
in the sidebar of this story.  Pastor Gennady, 
his wife Vera, daughter Yulia, and son Alexei, 
ministered throughout their 2,000 mile journey 
from Khabarovsk to Irkutsk and covered only a 
third of the nation! 

 God had given us a great desire to visit 
small churches and groups of believers along 
the way between these two major Russian cities.  
God truly blessed us, and in 
four weeks we were able to 
hold 16 worship services. 
The meetings we had with 
believers in the small towns 
and villages took place in 
informal settings. In many 
places, they had invited 
unbelievers to be a part of 
the meetings. There were 
questions, conversations, 
testimonies of God’s love 
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for all people, singing songs, refreshments, and 
of course, wonderful times of fellowship. This 
was a great encouragement to the local believers, 
but even more so for us. We saw a great desire in 
people for fellowship as well as hunger for God’s 
Word. We greatly admired the commitment of our 
missionaries in these places to God and His work.

 Especially memorable was a meeting with 
the missionary family of Vyacheslav Onokhov in 
Magoicha, a town in the oblast (state) of Chita. 
They used to rent an apartment in Magoicha, but 
financial difficulties caused them to pray and 
seek another place to stay and minister. And they 
found one by God’s grace! 

 It turned out that a local military facility 
had closed, and Vyacheslav — with the help of 
his family — was able to remodel a portion of 
an old soldiers’ barracks that was one big room. 
They separated a part of it, built a heating system 
and all the necessary adjustments. Later other 
families followed their example. Right beside 
them in the yard are torn-down barracks and 
storage buildings for military vehicles. As you 
look around it seems like it is so depressing, but 
Vyacheslav’s family lives there, working for the 
Lord witnessing to people about His love! My 
wife Vera was amazed at their commitment to 
the Lord. Vyacheslav works as a welder. Please 
pray for their ministry. They have no organized 
church thus far in Magoicha, but they continue to 
labor with hope that there will be a church there 
someday, in keeping with the example of the 
Apostle Paul, who said . . . I planted . . . but God 
was causing the growth (1 Corinthians 3:6). 

 Along the way, we had wonderful 
meetings in children’s camps being held by the 
missionaries and churches in various locations. 
It was unforgettable, and beyond our ability to 
describe it all in limited space. 

 I want to thank the Lord — and you — for 
the material help which you have been providing 
to us who are serving as regional vice presidents 
for the UECB. Your assistance helps us to be able 
to visit churches and encourage the hearts of the 
believers. Blessings to the faithful workers at 
SGA, and your ministry partners! 

With a group of believers in the village 
of Klyuchevsky, Chita region

The children really enjoyed the 
candy we passed out

A home fellowship in the city 
of Baikalsk

Ministers from Chita are visiting 
with a missionary’s family

 The “forgotten Russia.” That might 
sound like a surprising choice of words coming 
from a missions organization that has been 
dedicated to reaching the lands of Russia for 75 
years. But it’s true. 

 Now that nearly two decades have gone 
by since the Soviet breakup, many believe 
that Russia has largely been reached with the 
Gospel. But here’s the real truth. Thousands of 
towns and villages still have no clear Gospel 
witness — some 90 percent of the communities! 
Something must be done, and that’s why SGA 
president Dr. Bob Provost recently announced a 
new emphasis called Challenge 75 — Reaching 
the “Forgotten Russia.” Our initial goal is 
to sponsor and equip 75 dedicated Russian 
missionaries for two years as they minister 
in these least-reached regions of Russia. 
Eric Mock, SGA vice president for ministry 
operations, said that the coming year will be an 
exciting one. 

There are still too many cities and 
villages in the lands of Russia with 
no Bible-preaching church, and local 
bodies of believers are God’s means 
for advancing the Gospel to the 
nations. Therefore, we are excited for 
the upcoming year as we reinvigorate 
our commitment to evangelism by 
seeing more churches planted, and 

these churches equipped to reach their 
communities. Our immediate goal 
is 75 supported church planters, but 
there are over 600 nationals who are 
ready to reach their own people across 
the countries we serve. These faithful 
missionaries will both proclaim the Word 
of God, and equip others to do the same.

The Gospel is Central to Everything

 The primary means of equipping of 
these men is training them to preach and teach 
the Word of God. We will be working with our 

partners to maintain support of fixed location 
schools, while increasing our strategic training 
in various locations and countries through such 
ministries as the Antioch Initiative. As Eric 
explains, there will also be a major emphasis on 

Reaching the “Forgotten Russia.”
A Biblical Challenge for 2010 and Beyond

They who had no news of Him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand (Romans 15:21). 
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Challenge75Challenge
Reaching the

“Forgotten Russia”

youth and children’s ministry, and evangelism 
— the proclamation of the Gospel — is central 
to it all. 

We have seen that ministry to youth 
and children are the avenue in which 
new churches are often planted. God is 
raising up a generation of youth in these 
countries — youth that represent the 

next generation of pastors, missionaries, 
lay leaders and parents who will stand 
for their faith, and who are hungry to 
hear the truth from those who first live 
that truth out in their lives. Many of the 
youth and children will be the ones who 
will carry the Gospel message to parents 
and relatives — families that might 
otherwise be unreachable. Additionally, 
these youth are often those most active 

serving in these churches, reaching the 
impoverished, neglected, orphaned, and 
homeless children in their communities. 

Therefore we will continue our efforts 
to serve local churches as they minister 
to youth and children, such as through 

support of training youth leaders, and 
equipping children’s ministries through 
Orphans Reborn and Immanuel’s Child.

 

Our heart for Challenge 75, and indeed for all 
of SGA’s ministries, is to see the Gospel go 
forth with even greater vigor in 2010. Please 
pray with us as we 
help our Russian 
brothers and sisters 
increase the number 
of vibrant, sound 
Bible-preaching 
churches that are 
dedicated to reaching 
their communities with the Gospel. For more 
information on Challenge 75, please visit our 
special web page, www.sga.org/C75.

Alexei Alshevsky
SGA-sponsored church 
planter in Voropaevo, 
Belarus

 We praise God for the 
summer that has passed, as 
we were able to hold our 
evangelical festival along with Vacation Bible 
School, a youth hike sponsored by churches 
throughout the Vitebsk region, and other 
events. I want to tell you about the festival, 
which had the theme, “There Is a Way Out.” 

 This festival was a joint effort of several 
evangelical churches helped by SGA. Each 
day, the Gospel was preached, testimonies of 
the Lord and His mighty works were shared, 
and many songs of worship were sung. We 
did everything we could in this opportunity 
to reach the hearts of sinful men, and lead 
them to repent before God. And our purpose 
was achieved, as many people repented and 
trusted in Christ for their salvation. They were 
also shown the truth that our churches are 
not “sects,” as is widely believed, but rather 
churches that know the true God and just 
want to tell others about Him. Young people 
who had been forbidden by their priests 
came to all of our events, and took part in 
our discussions about God. One local public 
school official even said to us, “This festival 
in our area is a wonderful thing. Every citizen 
should come. I am a Christian belonging to 
the Orthodox Church, but your words reach 
everyone. Thank you!” 

 Each day, there was a puppet show for 
children, and theater groups from different 
churches told stories that explained Christian 
values to the children in a simple and easy to 
understand manner. Each day there was some 
surprise for them. On the very last day, each 
child received children’s magazines, Christian 
books and a toy. 

 We had put up posters around town, 
and many parents came with their children. 
A young mother named Nastya said, “We 
decided to come and see, as everyone is 
talking about your shows.” Every day, 
children from a local kindergarten came to 
watch, and the heads of the kindergarten 
organized these visits, even though in 
general they are usually against taking 
children to Christian events organized by 
evangelical churches. One of the teachers 
said, “Our children are not spoiled by puppet 
performances, but all parents unfortunately 
can’t afford to spend money on them. But this 
is very important. Your performances were 
free of charge, and all our children, with no 
exceptions, could come and watch. The shows 
taught children kindness and moral values, 
and the teachers also liked them. Thank you 
very much!” 

 Our VBS also had a great response. 
There were 59 children who attended, 12 that 
attend our Sunday school, and 47 unbelieving 
children. At the end, all of them repented and 
asked God to forgive them. We give thanks 
to God that the hearts of many children who 
had not been to our church before now “burn 
with fire” to come. Our purpose is to tell the 
children that Jesus Christ is the only Savior. 
And the children invite their friends and 
classmates to come. Praise God! 

 There is much more I could share, but 
there is not enough room. Please pray for us, 
and please continue to support our ministry. 
Finally, brothers, pray for us that the message 
of the Lord may spread rapidly and be 
honored, just as it was with you. And pray 
that we may be delivered from wicked and evil 
men, for not everyone has faith
(2 Thessalonians 3:1-2).

A Festival of Evangelism
SGA-Sponsored Church Planters and Their Labors
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Baptist Church Leaders Convicted in Uzbekistan

andAnalysisNews
 Uzbek authorities in Tashkent 
launched legal proceedings this past fall 
against Baptist Union leader Pavel Peichev, 
a fellow pastor and a church worker, in 
connection with the church’s operation of 
the Camp Joy children’s ministry. 

 Pastor Peichev, Pastor Dmitri 
Pitimirov and UECB chief accountant 
Yelena Kurbatova strongly rejected the 
criminal charges filed against them, which 
included teaching religion illegally to 
children and evading taxes. In the course 
of the trial, several parents testified in 
court that the statements accusing the 
churches of teaching their children against 
their wishes were fabricated or dictated by 
the head investigator. Nevertheless, after 
several weeks of postponements, the trial 

concluded with all three being convicted 
by the judge. They were fined $14,000 — a 
staggering amount for the limited incomes 
of Uzbek believers. In addition, they were 
banned from holding any official positions 
in the church for three years. 

 This is yet another example of 
the increasing pressure being faced by 
our brothers and sisters across the former 
Soviet Union, especially in the Muslim-
dominated republics of Central Asia such 
as Uzbekistan. Please continue to pray 
for Pastors Peichev and Pitimirov, and 
Yelena, the accountant, as they go through 
the appeal process. Pray for their fellow 
churches in Uzbekistan as they continue to 
proclaim the Gospel and lift the name of 
Jesus amid much opposition. 

This hardcover book, which is over 100 pages, 
contains photos that have been paired with Bible 
verses in both English and Russian. These photos, 
selected from those archived in the SGA photo library, 
show people that have been impacted by the work of 

our Savior in a spiritually needy part of the world. To order 
your copy today, please call 800-BIBLE-50 

$9.95 (plus sales tax and S&H)

Faith, Hope, and Love

Rev. Allan W. Vincent
Director, SGA Canada

Canadian
Connection

 During the 40 years that Olga 
Erickson served in Alaska, conditions 
were generally rustic and communities 
were much more isolated than they 
are today. For that reason, unexpected 
visitors provided a welcome break from 
regular study, ministry and household 

chores. Some of her first guests were Jack and Evelyn 
Van Treas, who travelled to Alaska as newlyweds but 
remained to homestead and raise their children. Another 
interesting guest was Everett Bachelder, who, during 
his 30 years of ministry, travelled on his dog sled taking 
the Gospel to many isolated villages. Alan Peterson, a 
Deputy U.S. Marshal, his wife, Jennie, and their two 
children, Jim and Evelyn, eventually settled in Kenai 
after Alan was transferred there. The Peterson family 
became integral members of the Kenai Bible Church.
  After a brief furlough, Olga was encouraged by 
Peter Deyneka to consider opening a work in the little 
village of Chignik on the Aleutian Peninsula. For a while 
Olga fought the Lord’s gentle urging, but after much 
prayer, she had a wonderful peace about accepting the 
new assignment. Arriving in Chignik late in September 
1949, Olga was informed that the only vacant house 
was not only on the outskirts of the community, but also 
believed to be haunted. Undeterred, she moved in and 
with a few repairs soon had the house somewhat livable. 
On October 2, the first Sunday school was convened, and 
by the end of that month, men on the mail boat delivered 
some basic furniture, a much needed space heater, fuel 
oil, coal for the cook stove and food items. Most of 
these items were lovingly provided by Olga’s supporting 
church, Midwest Bible Church in Chicago. 
 After Olga had lived in the abandoned house for 
one year, SGA was able to purchase a better house in 
the heart of Chignik. In the new location, the Sunday 
school continued to grow, and by 1952, there were 
several believers who began to pray that the Lord would 
allow them to build the Chignik Bible Chapel next to the 
missionary house. In 1954, their prayers were answered 
when high winds leveled the local unused cannery and 
the believers built the chapel with lumber salvaged from 
it. The year 1956 was also memorable for the young 
congregation. During Peter Deyneka Jr.’s and John 
Stickwood’s month long visit to Chignik, on one evening 

11 people responded to the invitation and were converted. 
 Those years in Chignik were very fruitful, and 
when Olga left for furlough, she had no way of knowing 
that upon her return, she would be asked to fill in for Bob 
Chadwich in Afognak, where she had begun her ministry. 
Two years into that assignment (1959), Olga was forced 
to travel to Toronto for major surgery. After she was well 
again, Olga worked briefly in the SGA office in Chicago.
 Olga’s heart was still in Alaska, and by October 
1960 she was back in Chignik. Over the years that she 
had been away, much had changed. Some families had 
moved to Kodiak, and the youth that she left were now 
married with children. What did not change were the 
spiritual needs of the people in Chignik. Until Myrtle 
Lamond joined her in 1964, Olga willingly served alone. 
That year was also memorable because of the terrible 
earthquake and resulting tidal waves that did tremendous 
damage in Kodiak and almost completely washed away 
Afognak. In June of that year, Myrtle left for a summer 
assignment and returned in the fall with Betty Kirch to 
resume ministry in Chignik. This allowed Olga to serve 
at King Cove Bible Chapel, a work very capably begun 
by Barbara Crozier and Mary Light in the 1950s. Under 
their training, several of the ladies taught Sunday school 
classes and men often led the Sunday services with 
Bible messages. Worship services were enriched by an 
orchestra that practiced every Tuesday evening not only 
in preparation for the next Lord’s Day, but also as a way 
for the orchestra members to praise the Lord.
 For another 20 years, Olga served her Lord 
faithfully in Ivanof and later in Anchorage. When she 
lived in Anchorage, the Lord provided a cozy mobile 
home and a car for transportation. After years of roughing 
it, these comforts and ministry resources were an 
unexpected and greatly appreciated blessing. During her 
40 years of serving the Lord in Alaska, Olga resolutely 
affirmed that although there were hardships, tears shed 
and sleepless nights, God’s faithfulness overshadowed 
them all.

Ministry Schedule
8-10 Vancouver Missions Fest 
10 North Valley Baptist Church – Mission BC
23, 24 Perham Baptist Church – Perham ME 
     State Street Baptist Church – Presque Isle ME
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 Help SGA sponsor and equip dedicated Russian 
missionaries . . . and so much more!

 As we welcome in the New Year, it is encouraging to read about 
all that God is doing across the lands of Russia through His people. Yet 

there is still so much work to be done. 
There are thousands of cities, towns 
and villages still waiting and wanting 
to hear the Gospel message.

 It’s shocking, but true. A full 90 
percent of communities in Russia do 
not have an ongoing Gospel witness or 
Bible-preaching church. Many national 
church-planting missionaries are ready 
to take the Gospel to surrounding 
villages and towns. They speak the 
language, know their culture and are 

the most effective witnesses. Yet the cost of supporting these missionaries 
SGA serves is steadily increasing due to economic uncertainty and 
fluctuating currency values. 

 Your partnership enables SGA to provide church-planting 
missionaries with the resources they need to reach their local communities 
with the Gospel. More than that, you help support the churches in a 
variety of other important ways: 

Pastoral Training — through theological seminaries and Bible • 
institutes
Orphan Ministry — through • Orphans Reborn
Bibles and Christian Literature• 
Children’s Ministry — through Sunday schools, summer camps and• 
follow-up to Christmas and other outreaches• 

Please prayerfully consider how you can help evangelical churches
reach Russian-speaking people with the Gospel.

Thank you for your prayer and financial support to advance His kingdom.

How You
  Can Help

Home visits can be an effective form of 
evangelism for these church planters.


